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Israel and the United Nations

On Friday, December 18, Paul Friedman
of Stand With Us gave an eye opening address to the
student body on Israel's relationship with the United Nations
and its significance. Mr. Friedman gave an overview to
explain what the United Nations is, what it's comprised of,
how it functions, and the goals upon which it was
established in 1945. At its founding there were 50 member
countries. Today there are 193 countries. However, one
very important country is still not a member state: Israel. It

cannot become a member state until its right to exist is recognized by the
surrounding countries in the region. Being that Israel is situated in the heart of the
Middle East, this is not expected to become a reality anytime soon because 55% of
the countries that are members to the UN are not democracies, have dictatorial
governments, consider Islam to be their country's religion, and share one thing in
common; they do not believe Israel should exist and views it as an enemy. On
average, there 18 resolutions passed against Israel in the General Assembly
annually. These resolutions never get signed into law because they are vetoed in
the Security Council by Israel's most important ally, America. The largest human
rights abusers on the planet, combined, do not accumulate the same number of
resolutions against them as Israel does. Israel is a country that practices the
principles of peace and democracy yet, not only is Israel banned from sitting on any
committees because of its lack of membership at the UN, but the GA consistently
seeks to undermine Israel's integrity by passing resolutions against it. Thus, Mr.
Friedman explained, the key problem with United Nations is not in its purpose, but
in how it functions. Once again, we are so thankful of the school's relationship with
Stand With Us, and the opportunity to learn so much about Israel in such an



innovative way. As Esti Freud (12th grade) said "it was very interesting and
informative."

By: Tzippi Gluck (12th grade)

Debate Team

Debate team members, sophomores Leah
Feder, Adi Weinberg, and Hadassah Fertig,
and freshman Ariella Kutoff competed in the
Midreshet Shalhevet Debate Team's second

competition of the season, at DRS on Wednesday, December 16. With the help of
faculty advisor, Mr. Ira Schildkraut,
the team practiced and researched for the competition. The numerous lunch
meetings and homework definitely paid off because the team won 3 out of 4
debating rounds against MTA, SKA, Central, and DRS! Congratulations to
Hadassah Fertig and Adi Weinberg for winning trophies for placing third. The
members of the debate team are continuing to develop their debating skills and
hope to compete again at the Yeshiva of Flatbush debate in February.

By: Adi Weinberg, Hadassah Fertig, and Leah Feder (10th grade)

 

Kushner Slam

The Midreshet Shalhevet Poetry Slam Team has
exceeded all expectations once again! Last week,
seniors Tamar Beer and Tamar Yastrab, juniors
Avigail Borah, Aviva Chait, and Natalie Mosseri,
along with alternates Dina Farkas (12th grade),
Haylie Leibowitz (11th grade), and Dina

Seidenberg (10th grade), traveled all the way to Rae Kushner High School, in New
Jersey, to participate in the much anticipated slam. Each poet was required to write



two themed poems- a free verse on the subject "If Only", and a Catena Rondo (a
challenging rhyme format) addressing the topic of Jewish childhood. The slammers
each did their best to create masterful pieces within the themes with the help and
guidance of coach Mrs. Jennifer Morey. They had an incredible time presenting
their original work as well as hearing from other budding artists of the spoken word.
Congratulations to finalist Aviva Chait (11th grade) and winner Natalie Mosseri
(11th grade). 

By: Tamar Beer (12th grade)
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