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Midreshet Shalhevet Eases Down the Yellow Brick Road

VIEW AND PURCHASE PICTURES!
(The pictures should be viewed by women only)

On Tuesday, March 1st, the seats of the Queens Theatre were packed with an
audience excited to witness the Midreshet Shalhevet production of The Wizard of
Oz. After weeks of rehearsals, the cast eagerly made their way to the extravagant
stage to perform their remarkable rendition of the renowned classic. Michal Beer, a
junior who was stitched up into the animated Scarecrow, expressed that while the
play took many hours of work, she "really enjoyed working with the amazing
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directors and becoming close with the fantastic cast." The hard work was clear; this
production was not only executed professionally, but was replete with visibly
prodigious talent. Over three hundred audience members were amazed at the
proficient acting and synchronized dance moves, and marveled at the extraordinary
costumes throughout the journey down the yellow brick road. One onlooker
remarked that she "was not expecting such beautiful performances from high
school girls," who soared at each high note and hit every mark. The close bonds
formed between the cast members truly could be seen from any seat in the theatre,
from the bubbly Dorothy, played by freshman Avital Hochster, the Cowardly Lion
played by senior Becky Marks, to the vivacious Tinman, played by senior Shoshie
Koppel, who believes that "participating in the play for four years gave [her]
incredible self-esteem." Head of dance, Avital Weinberg, who twirled with the
munchkins and shimmied in Jitterbug, recalls that her "favorite moments of [the]
entire journey were at the very end [of the production] with almost the entire cast
onstage for Ease on Down," the closing dance number of the play. The unity
expressed was felt by all, as the students in the 'Oz' family joined together one last
time on their stage after long months of practice. If we have learned one thing from
this phenomenal performance, it's that there's no place like home!

By: Tamar Yastrab (12th grade)

Special Message from Director Mrs. Rina Hirsch
You ladies were UNBELIEVABLE the other night!!! INCREDIBLE, FANTASTIC,
and WOW did you make us proud! It was such an honor to work with all of you. You
are truly a beautiful and talented group.

We were lucky enough to have the talented Mrs. Ostroff from Captured Images
Photography in our audience and she took some fabulous pictures both behind the
scenes and during the show. All these gorgeous pictures are available to view and
purchase. (The pictures should be viewed by women only)

Enjoy the pictures and we hope you can catch up on some sleep!

Students Speak, France Listens
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VIDEO FROM THE RALLY
Media Coverage of the Rally

More Media Coverage

Students from Midreshet Shalhevet High School for Girls in Long Island, NY, made
their voices heard in a significant and meaningful way this week in Manhattan.
About 100 girls rallied outside the office of the French Consulate on Fifth Avenue,
decrying the recent spate of Anti-Semitism in France.

Rosh Mesivta, Dean of Students, Rabbi Zev Friedman began the rally by thanking
the NYPD and discussing a number of recent serious attacks against the Jews in
France occurring since the treacherous murder of four Jews last January while they
were innocently shopping in a kosher market. Jewish students and teachers have
been under attack over the last few months. "It has now come to a point where
many Jews are afraid to publicly wear a yarmulka or display their 'Jewishness' in
public," said Rabbi Friedman.

France has been accused of not doing enough to prevent further attacks. A recent
report in Vanity Fair magazine noted that when Palestinian sympathizers scrawled
a swastika on the Statue of Freedom in Paris, police refused to stop or arrest the
perpetrators. Although eventually condemned, the French government did not
arrest the perpetrators of this hate crime nor take any action. The students of
Midreshet Shalhevet respond by saying: 'J'accuse - Save the Jews!'
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A passerby noticed the rally, and mentioned that she herself came from France and
happened to be Jewish. She told reporters that what we were protesting against is
in fact a problem; the French police "'no longer protect us."

Midreshet Shalhevet senior, Rikki Vatch, of Queens played a key role in
organizing this rally along with her committee of Sarah Austin, Hannah Zerbib,
Naomi Davidowitz, Naava Yastrab, and Alexandra Anthony. The students, with
the support of Director of Student Activities Ms. Ilona Diamond, coordinated the
purchase of 100 yarmulkas themed in the French colors of red, white, and blue to
present to the French government. The challenge of the rally was ''whether or not
the French government would accept or reject the offering, presented as a gesture
of solidarity with the French Jewish community," said Vatch. 
While the students continue chanting "stop the hate, stop the fear," Rabbi
Friedman, Vatch, and some members of the rally committee, rang the bell of the
French Consulate and asked to see the person in charge.

The local French media was present and eagerly anticipated the minister's
reaction. After a few minutes, Yann Yochum, Head of Press and Political Office at
the French Consulate in New York, emerged, and upon hearing the purpose of the
rally, and the need to take a more forceful stand in combating Anti-Semitism in
France, agreed to accept the yarmulkas, and promised to deliver them to Jewish
representatives in France.

Don Emmert, a reporter from Agence France-Presse (AFP), with outlets in every
major French city, vowed to follow up on the story, keeping the French government
accountable to prevent further anti-Semitic attacks on the beleaguered French
Jewish community.

As the rally concluded, and the Midreshet Shalhevet students boarded the buses to
head back to school, they truly felt they had accomplished something on behalf of
the Jewish community of France. Principal Mrs. Esther Eisenman said "I am so
proud of our girls and what they accomplished today. They exhibited resolve,
passion, commitment, and stellar middot (good character traits). The girls know we
are a small school which can accomplish big things!"

Juniors Make a Difference



This Monday, the junior class travelled to Brooklyn to donate their time and efforts
at Bobbie's Place, a clothing gemach that gives new clothes to children in need.
The students had a lot of fun helping out by tagging unmarked clothing and
learning about how the organization operates. They were proud and glad to be a
part of such a worthy chessed and can't wait to go back. Thank you to Coach
Diamond for arranging this for us, and to Mrs. Morey for accompanying us.  
By: Aviva Chait (11th grade)

Ulpaniada Round 2
We are so proud of the select
group of Midreshet Shalhevet
students who have advanced to
the second round of the
Ulpaniada, a problem solving
competition based on math skills
and logic reasoning, designed for
high school girls. Avital
Weinberg, Yael Eiferman
Meira Nussbaum, Avigayil

Borah, Hayley Tanzman
Sarah Austin, and Elite Finkelstein spent 3 hours and 20 minutes dedicating
themselves to the challenging questions set in front of them. Good luck to those
competing on the next round! 



By: Meira Nussbaum (12th grade)

Monday, March 7 - Mock Trial Sweet 16

Tuesday, March 8 - Basketball Playoff Game 1

Wednesday, March 9 - Torah Bowl

Thursday, March 10 - Deadline for AP Registration

The school is looking for:
a color laser printer 

scrabble sets
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