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al-studies program are computers, sci-
ence, global studies, English, math, and 
business math. Classes are kept small 
to maximize student involvement and 
accomplishment.

A related program is the Weiss Insti-
tute for Continuing Education, designed 
to equip unemployed and underem-
ployed men and women of the com-
munity with new skills that will enable 
them to rejoin the workforce. Courses 
offered include bookkeeping/junior 
accounting, computer skills, electrical 
technician, and plumbing.

The yeshiva cordially invites the 
entire Far Rockaway/Five Towns com-
munity to join in this special oppor-
tunity to support the education of our 
children—all of our children—so that 
no child is left behind.

For more information, please call the 
yeshiva at 718-868-2300, ext. 219. 

JCC Upcoming Classes
The JCC, located at 207 Grove Avenue 

in Cedarhurst, invites the community 

to join in the following classes. Please 
call Rachayle at 516-569-6733, ext. 222, or 
e-mail rachayle.deutsch@fi vetownsjcc.

org for more information or to register.
Michal Horowitz on Chesed. Tuesday, 

May 12, 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; $15. The 
Sages teach that chesed is one of the pil-
lars upon which the world stands. How 
does chesed impact our lives and the 
lives of those around us? Learn about 
corrupt chesed. What happens when 
chesed is misunderstood and abused? 
The dark side of “kindness.”

Shavuos—Sweet And Savory: The 

Art of Dairy Pastry Baking. With Chef 

Naomi Ross. The best pastry is fl aky 
and tender. Knowing the right tech-
niques and baking skills makes the 
most memorable dishes possible—
even for the non-baker. Learn both 
savory and sweet applications for the 
best pies, tarts, and quiches. In this 
class, students will learn how to make 
sweet lattice strawberry–rhubarb pie, 
chocolate–cheese hand pies, savory 
sun-dried tomato tart, and Swiss mush-
room quiche. Wednesday, May  13, 
10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.; $60. Registration 
required! 

Bestselling Author Edwin 
Black Visits Rambam 
And Shalhevet

Edwin Black, internationally noted for 
his work as an investigative journalist, 
spoke to students at Rambam Mesivta 
last week. Black is an award-winning, 
New York Times bestselling author and 
international investigator whose books 
have been printed in 14 languages and 
61 countries. Over 1 million books are in 
print, and he has successfully exposed 
anti-Semitism, governmental miscon-
duct, academic fraud, and corporate cor-
ruption. He was greeted to a standing 
ovation on the occasion of his return 
visit to Rambam.

Last year, Mr. Black discussed his 
book Financing the Flames, which out-
lines the shocking complicity between 
groups like the New Israel Fund and 
groups that promote boycott, divest-
ment, and sanctions against the State of 
Israel. Citing publicly available fi nancial 
records, Black showed how hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were funneled by 
the New Israel Fund into groups such 
as B’Tselem, Adalah, Machsom Watch, 
and others that have been linked to 

attempts to delegitimize Israel.
This year, Mr. Black taught the stu-

dents a lesson in history about the Far-
hud—a pogrom in 1941 against the Jew-
ish community of Baghdad that had 
lived there for over 2,600 years. This 
was an outgrowth of the meeting that 
took place between Hitler and the 
grand mufti of Jerusalem. During those 
two horrifi c days in June 1941, infants 
were brutally killed and thrown lifeless 
into the Tigris. Women were defi led 
and killed; men were axed to death in 
front of chanting, bloodthirsty mobs. 
This was the mufti’s chance to demon-
strate to Hitler his loyalty and willing-
ness to bring the Holocaust to the coun-
tries under his control.

According to Black, “During World 
War II, the mufti urged all Muslims to 
work for the expulsion of Jews in all 
Arab and Muslim countries, charac-
terizing Jews as ‘parasites among the 
nations, sucking the blood out of their 
property and corrupting their morals.’” 
The Farhud pogrom soon became an 
event that the Arab world celebrated in 
song proclaiming, “How lovely it would 
be if a Farhud occurred every day.”

Mr. Black explained that hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish residents of Arab 
countries were forcibly expelled since 
the founding of the State of Israel in 
1948. In most cases they left their for-
mer countries penniless, having to 
build new lives in the land of Israel.

The grand mufti was also the driv-
ing force and instigator of the terrible 
massacre of the Jewish community in 
Hebron in 1929. Mr. Black explained 
that the mufti began the process with a 
vicious attack on the Jewish community 
of Jerusalem, and later called the British 
police to inform them of the attack—in 
order to create a diversion and enable 
his Arab Nazis to massacre the Jewish 
community in Hebron, while the Brit-
ish police were still dealing with the 
diversion in Jerusalem.

Upon the conclusion of his lecture, a 
question-and-answer session took place. 
Afterwards, Mr. Black was whisked away 
to the next lecture at John Jay Commu-
nity College and was later scheduled for 
an evening fl ight to Ottawa to testify in 
the House of Commons.

Mr. Black praised the students of 
Rambam for their knowledge, commit-
ment, and activism.

Shalhevet students were also privi-
leged to hear from Mr. Black, who spoke 
to them about how American taxpayer 
dollars are going to fund Palestinian 
terrorists. He explained that when the 
U.S. collects tax dollars, they separate 
some money to give to the Palestinian 
government to foster peace. The Pales-
tinian government uses that money to 
pay the terrorists’ families after they 
carry out an attack. He pointed out that 
there is a sliding scale for each terrorist; 
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the more people they killed, the more 
money their families receive.

Mr. Black also informed the students 
of the dangers of the boycott, divest-
ment, and sanctions movement. BDS 
applies social and economic pressure 
on Israel to end Israeli occupation and 
allow for a fully Palestinian Arab state. 
Additionally, he spoke about the New 
Israel Fund. The NIF supports BDS and 
gives substantial money to a group 
called B’Tselem, which oftentimes 
incites teenage Arabs against Israeli 
soldiers by taunting them within 
inches of their face, draping their guns 
with Palestinian fl ags, and fi lming the 
outrage when the Israeli soldiers push 
back the offending parties. NIF and 
the BDS movement are pushing for the 
State of Israel to become a Palestinian 
domain. They are trying to force Israel 
to give instead of having direct nego-
tiations.

The students enjoyed hearing from 
Mr. Black, as he was engaging and 
insightful, bringing important subjects 
to light. 

Pi Day At HAFTR
Pi Approximation Day was a huge 

success! The energy of the students was 
incredible. Thanks to the creativity of 
the math department, Mrs. Tamara Far-
ber, Mrs. Shuana Weiss, and Ms. Karen 
DelaFuente, the entire middle school 

experienced a totally new math expe-
rience. Pi Day, March 14 (3.14) fell out 
on Shabbos, but on Friday, students 
learned how this well-known math 
ratio is actually an integral part of our 
daily life.

Mrs. Farber started off with an intro-
duction about pi (the ratio of a circle’s 
circumference to its diameter) and even 
talked about where pi can be found in 
the Tanach.

Then students formed groups. Each 
group was given a circular object (exam-
ple: a can of pineapples) and used a 
string ruler to measure the circle’s cir-
cumference and diameter. Then the 
group divided the circumference by the 
diameter to approximate pi. Each group 
got a close approximation.

After that, they gave out pie (thanks 
to all the parents who contributed) and 
had a pi-reciting contest. In sixth grade, 
the top winner was Gabriel Kurlander, 
who recited 251 digits of pi. In sev-
enth grade, the top winner was Lindsay 
Kalish with 178 digits, followed by Jackie 

Erber with over 137 digits! Gabriel, Lind-
say, and Jackie all beat Mrs. Farber who 
was able to recite “only” 123 digits. In 
eighth grade, the top winner was Ethan 
Winkler: 104 digits!

This was a wonderful way to make 
math come alive for the students while 
adhering to the state standards. HAFTR 
is looking forward to more of these 
exciting, educational experiences for 
middle-schoolers. 

YFR’s Hasmadah Program 
Celebrates 22 Years

The hasmadah program at the Yeshiva 
of Far Rockaway is in its 22nd year. The 
program is in memory of Rabbi Yisroel 
Meir Heiman, Rochel Brafman, Meir 
Aryeh Blum, Binyomin Tzvi Berger, 
and Aaron Moshe Schreiber. About 90 
talmidim from all the yeshivos in the 
Far Rockaway and Five Towns area par-
ticipate.

Prizes are awarded at end of the pro-
gram, which concludes before Shavuos. 
The program is supervised by Rabbi 
Aaron Brafman, menahel of Yeshiva of 
Far Rockaway. 

Large Audience 
At Ohel’s “Rising 
From Divorce” Screening

Following on the hundreds who 
attended the Brooklyn and Teaneck 
debut of the fi lm, an equally large 
crowd of concerned community mem-
bers—men and women—attended the 
Five Towns screening of Ohel’s ground-
breaking new fi lm, Rising From Divorce, 
at the Young Israel of Woodmere.

Through the fi lm, Ohel aims to bet-
ter educate the community about the 
impact of divorce and the roles that the 
wider community, rabbanim, leaders, 
and educators can play to help ensure 
that parents and children of divorce can 
thrive.
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Learning one-on-one 

at YFR hasmadah program

Mrs. Farber with the Pi Challenge winners: 8th-grader Ethan Winkler; 7th-grader Lindsay 

Kalish; and overall winner, 6th-grader Gabriel Kurlander
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